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A young cadet, Middle East (Photo: AIPN)

THE FATE OF POLES DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR
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The German attack on Poland on 1 September 1939 initiated the Second World War. On
17 September 1939 the Red Army crossed the borders of the Republic of Poland, in this
way fulfilling the provisions of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact: the agreement concluded
between the USSR and the German Reich on 23 August 1939. Its secret protocol provid-
ed an agreement on the division of Poland and defined the spheres of influence of the
Soviet Union and Germany in Central and Eastern Europe. The Poles became engaged in
a heroic yet unequal fight. On 17 September, Polish state authorities crossed the Polish-
Romanian border. Thousands of people eager to continue the fight for freedom also fled
across the borders with Romania and Hungary. The Germans and Soviets inflicted terror
and mass repressions in the country they occupied, however Poles quickly embarked on
forming a resistance movement. Underground structures of state administration, educa-
.tion, police, and the army were developed
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Warsaw in September 1939 (Photo: KARTA Centre Foundation)
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The Schleswig-Holstein, a German pre-dreadnought battleship, shelling Polish ==
positions at Westerplatte in Gdansk, 1939 (Photo: AIPN)
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THE ATTACK ON POLAND
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The Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars of the Soviet Union and Soviet Minister of
Foreign Affairs signing the document of the German-Soviet nonaggression pact (known as the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact), Moscow, 23 August 1939 (Photo: AIPN)
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The internment camp for Polish soldiers in Targu-Jiu in Romania, 1940 (Photo: Stanistaw Sarek,
Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Polish deportees from Ztoczow to the USSR by the graves of their loved ones who had died while in
exile. Left to right: Julia Fedak, Jerzy Fedak, and Zofia Hosowska. Janushevka, Kazakh SSR, 1942
(Photo: KARTA Centre Foundation, courtesy of Jerzy Fedak)
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A group of women at work clearfelling a forest near Sverdlovsk in the USSR, 22 November 1940
(Photo: KARTA Centre Foundation, courtesy of Halina Karny)
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The purpose of German repression in the occupied Poland was the biological destruction
of the nation in labour camps, concentration camps, and in the death camps. Only in
this part of Europe was aiding Jews punishable by death. Collective responsibility meant
murdering whole families.

The most destructive form of mass repression the Soviets resorted to was deportation
into the backwoods of the USSR. At least 315,000 Polish citizens were deported in 1940-41.
Each individual tragedy started with a several-week long journey in cattle wagons in the
extreme temperatures of the Siberian winter or summer. Many of the sick, the elderly
and children died on the way. Being exposed to extreme weather conditions, many of the
deportees were worked to death in the forests and mines.

Polish soldiers and police officers imprisoned by the Soviets in 1939 were transported
to special NKVD camps in Kozelsk, Starobelsk, and Ostashkov, and subsequently executed
as part of the Katyn Massacre which was decreed by the highest Soviet authorities
on 5 March 1940.

-

(S129 (552 Gl KARTA 3550 sl :pusce) . 1AET

)F THE OCCUPA

[

ON

Glig) 31,81 4lS (53920 (ylinng) Jlaidl (00000 53 5 JRETL IR Ogu' Gad
13 .39 Syo sdolgayl ya Culgd yo 9 sHlea| HE wolSga)l 5 (slwolSga)l s
oolod g A0 909) placl Oljlo b gbaggy b (33,5 KLaS bgyl Hl pusu ool

A 0 395 ol Ly baggy U KaS slgy Cuwbo 0olgls slacl

D 31,00 au2S a Juwgio Gl (599D A5 Y9Sw EP RV 9 GRS NID
Sliug) g0 P10 - - - (9la> o (59)0 ydles JlG] ya 03lslygs (Gblo
200 K b Gliug) 50 7Slog szl .aiad 325 19€1-19€ - slodlw ys
Olwo) 3330 osledl G99 (slo xS g Lojuw 33 (5HB 0 Hlow (sldiad six> 3o

23 08398 (uizxed g gladlw 9 ghlaw 5l orleaws 2D 9,40 S Glwnl g
ol U Houzo (B abaes ;1.0 ol mado b aww) H 9 g ol Job
OLo )3 S )l yloo 9 ol bl )5 e gl 9 HLS 10 9 HL2| S10)B
1919 Jlw 5 aS Gliwg) Gady Ol g 5w <5393 Galso g US>
Soluas 0329 SldoBgs)l d Hals rliiws Juz el Olgie b S9-9:0 lowwgs
Jaiio BWgliliwgl g Kudwgyliwl «KudigS 53 (03095 :l) LS5 yg0l 53 Gl
bungs HluisS ¢l ygiws .50 placl 55l ole i (sly>Llo 33 (aws g 01
A0 )alo 19€ - uylo 03 (59)9 Ololdo (p,330




BLOOD, SWEAT, AND TEARS - 1940

The Polish Army began to form in France in the autumn of 1939. Enlisting in it were Poles DyS 5;-5 L.L.o L &9).») ‘d.w.:l)s y» 19v¥9q JLw )-gb 0D Olung uiﬁ)l
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of the first victory over the Germans.

France. After the Germans broke the front on.the Somme and Als.ne rlvers,othey co.uld 51 LJ-*-9 )9) L 3G l.o)U| Hlagl> S )_g,_) oS |y ”,| 9 r““" 33 g,>
not be stopped. Three days before France capitulated, the evacuation of Polish soldiers AR )Lcl LuLu)J & '-G-’l dl.o.ul 9 dl El Ul)b)-'-*’ Cl.d..z: d ,|)9 UM | 3
to the United Kingdom began. | | | IS L | Lw.)
Slgunsly JId) aduwo sldg o JS Guiib ygiws @ liwg) Jol 0
The Polish I Corps was formed by order of the Commander-in- Chief of the Polish Armed -L‘-L&*’ Lol 0 570 5o gliwg) d|9-°3 LSL°3L)|-3)S Ay Jusooos L;**’)Q-:'W-’
Forces, General Wtadystaw Sikorski. Polish squadrons fought in the Battle of Britain, with SHlw gl uw A= 10 3)lg Glg> d|9-°3 3o UJ)‘S))J S 3lo) Cuw)ys W Gliwg)
Poles joining the fray when the largest aerial battle in the world was entering its decisive ) ol )l LLLS oS g ()0 wabn) a4 - S g 350 (Rl a0
phase. Allied victory was possible thanks to the cooperation of pilots from many countries )I LG-’I LS)lSI-Lg d_.J_; L 35w 6)9)"-’ L (8950 ‘L(BULU LJLQWI Ca) LSLQ))Q,WS
occupied by the Germans. It was thanks to their devotion that the invasion of the United LY LS)"S9J~> LJLJ)J L do>

Kingdom could be prevented.
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The planes of the 303 Squadron of the RAF, UK, 1942 (Photo: Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum
in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Soldiers of the Polish Independent Highland Brigade in Norway, May 1940 (Photo: Polish Institute
and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Polish armoured troops - Renault R-35 tanks of the 3rd Line Company of the 1st Polish Tank
Battalion of the 10th Armoured Cavalry Brigade during the campaign on the Marne in France, June
1940 (Photo from the collection of Krzysztof Barbarski, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Theyear 1941 brought changes. The outbreak of the German-Russian War on 22 June broke
the previous alliance and had USSR change sides and join the Allies. This had a bearing
on the situation of Polish citizens on the territory of the USSR.

The Polish Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade, commanded by General Stanistaw
Kopanski, was sent to fight on a new front in the war: in North Africa. In late August 1941
it was instructed to reinforce the fortress of Tobruk, besieged by the German and Italian
forces. In October Poles took over the longest and most difficult Western defence sector
of the fortress. Fighting in Tobruk continued until December 1941, when Allied Forces
relieved the siege.

In 1941, other countries entered the war, which changed the balance of power on the front.
Now the war extended to nearly every corner of the world.
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Soldiers of the Polish Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade on the front line in the desert near

Tobruk. Libya, December 1941 (Photo: NAC)
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A column of Soviet prisoners of war near the fortress of Brest, 1941 (Photo: KARTA Centre

Foundation, courtesy of Stanistaw Blichiewicz)
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The signing of the Sikorski-Mayski Agreement reinstating diplomatic relations between Poland
and the USSR. London, 30 July 1941 (Photo: Imperial War Museum)
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General Wiadystaw Anders (Commander of the Polish Army in the
USSR) and Col Leopold Okulicki (Chief of Staff of the Polish Army in
the USSR) in General Anders's office, 1941-42 (Photo: NAC)
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Polish soldiers taking a breather after exercises, Jalal-Abad,
Kyrgyzstan, USSR, February 1942 (Photo: Wiktor Ostrowski; Polish
Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA
Centre Foundation)
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A Polish-Soviet agreement that, among other provisions, re-established mutual diplomatic
relations was signed in London on 30 July 1941. It included an “amnesty” for Polish citizens
throughout the USSR. This allowed the release of many people from the camps and places
of exile. The signing of a further military alliance, whose provisions defined the principles
of operation of the Polish Army in the USSR (part of the Polish Armed Forces) took place
on 14 August. Polish hearts were inspired by the hope of returning home. The command
of the army was entrusted to General Wtadystaw Anders, whom the Soviet authorities
released from prison. A decision to expand the Polish army and then send it to the front
was reached during the visit of General Wtadystaw Sikorski to Moscow in December 1941.
At the same time the Polish government began an intensive search for the Polish soldiers
taken prisoners of war by the Soviets in 1939.
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ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA
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In 1942, in the result of international arrangements, Polish people were evacuated from
the USSR to northern Iran. The army previously staying in the USSR was stationed in

Krasnovodsk (Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic - TSSR), which became the starting point 0390 9 (3biug) duwwgo 1uke) VAET (ol (Il yai .okl &y 5398 g U T

for the Polish odyssey of freedom. This was the place from which Polish soldiers were (KARTA 3550 sbuo lasdl (¢yaid ys (L yoSad
transported to the main Iranian port of Pahlevi (Bandar-e Anzali) at the Caspian Sea. The i

army was accompanied by thousands of civilians, including children, who were physically
and mentally exhausted after banishment to the inhuman land. For many of them that was
the only chance to survive. A large camp for the evacuated Poles was created in Pahlevi.
A small number of people was transported by land from Ashgabat (TSSR) to Mashhad, Iran.
Before early September 1942 the army was being transported to neighbouring Iraq. All in
all, almost 120,000 Polish citizens came to Iran, including 75,000 to 78,000 soldiers from
several divisions. Some Poles remained in Iran until the end of the war. (NAC :uSe) olnl b 399 5l pa Glicug) OHU ) LD9,S M

Women and children in a shelter. Pahlevi, Iran, April 1942 (Photo: Polish Institute and Sikorski
Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)

A group of Polish soldiers after arriving to Iran (Photo: NAC)
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NEW LIFE
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Polish children in Tehran on an American Red Cross truck (Photo: J6zef Pitsudski Institute of America)
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When Polish people came toIran, they were undernourished and prone to various diseases,
requiring comprehensive medical care.

The largest group of Polish emigrants (about 20,000) was brought to Tehran, prompting
the creation of residential camps. The biggest hospital for civilians was set up in buildings
provided by the Shah. Iran’s hospitality and the selfless assistance of the Iranians were
invaluable.

Isfahan, former capital city, became a unique shelter for Polish children looking for help
and rest after destructive banishment and stay in the Soviet Union.
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Visit of General Wtadystaw Anders in an Iranian military hospital (Photo: J6zef Pitsudski (KARTA ;S50 sbio glasdl ((yaid 33 (KL y9Suds 0390 9 3liug) dungo ((Saudg siwgl Glgiw

Institute of America)
Children during a meeting with Polish ambassador Stanistaw Kot. Tehran, Iran, November 1942

(Photo: lieutenant Ostrowski, Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the
KARTA Centre Foundation)
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We disembarked. And what I saw - I couldn’t believe
my eyes [...] - I felt like I got from hell to paradise

Romana Danuta Starzyk-Kotwinska,
Dzieci Isfahanu [Children of Isfahan],
recording for The Polish History Museum
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A Pole evacuated from the USSR with her grandchildren in Tehran
(Photo: public domain)
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Camp no. 2 for Polish refugees. Fire engines in front of the burning building with ladders against
the walls, soldiers rescuing the house on the roof. Tehran, Iran, 1942 (Photo: Polish Institute and
Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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As the living conditions were improving, Polish social activity flourished. They created
orphanages, kindergartens, schools (primary and secondary), associations (e.g. scouts)
and even political parties. Language learning and upskilling courses were organised,
Polish press was printed. Scientists from Polish universities staying within the emigration
community organised open lectures, also in collaboration with Iranian universities. The
Society for Iranian Studies was founded. Despite cultural and religious differences, Polish
people were developing contacts with the Iranians. They were exploring the region,
organising sightseeing trips, taking up jobs. The vast majority of the Polish citizens (over
23,000) left Iran during the war and went to other countries. Some Poles, however, stayed
even after the war ended.
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A volunteer of the Women's Auxiliary Service working in a garage. Tehran, Iran, September 1942
(Photo: Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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A camp kitchen. Tehran, Iran, 1942 (Photo: Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum in London,
courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Cooking soup in the camp kitchen. Pahlevi, Iran, April 1942 (Photo: Polish Institute and Sikorski
Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)



For the Polish people evacuated from the USSR, Iran was a stage on their long journey
back home. Many of them went to other countries that served as stops on the trail
of hope. The vast majority, exhausted by the stay in the Soviet Union and ravaged by
diseases, was not able to enjoy freedom and never returned home. They stayed in that
hospitable land forever. Traces left by Poles in Iran include numerous graves in many
local graveyards.
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Trails of hope of Polish civilians and the Polish army

in the Middle East in 1942-1945
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A camp of the Polish army in Iran, 1942 (Photo: NAC)
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Polish children in uniforms in a Tehran camp (Photo: J6zef

Pitsudski Institute of America)




u rarfa

ISFAHAN

ﬂ
l"fa't

4

i

: I||I'|
11
il

1y

[/

it

? ]
SEEH A
-,.J}lll"l.".'.' iy

\
| 'i‘-.‘
ki

W

\
i

\

\

w
il
)

1
‘nll'ni
LA
!
i

x

i

==

. EFE-I iy o -

]
152

i :IF.'I'I. A ip P I' =1 .,I t :.. 'I' .u
e fislip.
LEAESST,

i

- ’ Trem =T
SOOI oy P S L ICL
e e g

e e
ms————L

e e e o 0 L R TR R
: YR

'l-*z

T WA [San |

| 1
B O P e e N = T A

(NAC :use) 19PV-1919 (aw 35uawo (539)9 0)lgys I

The entrance gate to the Seyyed Mosque, 1919-1937 (Photo: NAC)

Isfahan, former capital city of the Persian Empire, situated higher than Tehran Sswe \00¢€) Olrg 5 ,53L elasyl s 8—9|9 «Olwl HousS @lw L-*"-*-’L’ «Olgaol
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metal reverberating with ornament production, which Isfahan was famous for, : 1).) ,0)|9J Cl.fgl ¢ :“ <5 el (_sl.s.o " ...9’)5)|)§ Ol 5] ;ub
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churches - evidence of Christian life in this area and the city's multicultural history (5-&3’ 1 oeadlads =« dosl Lo;| o o, oY éb Ty )_9 Aoy

- they all seemed monumental and exotic to the newcomers. ford ) LS 2 P L’L NG ¥ 4 S > #o, U“ % PO 02 S
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The Shah Mosque, also known as the Royal Mosque, at the Naghsh-e Jahan Square,
1919-1937 (Photo: NAC)
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. The Odyssey of Freedom
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Via the mountainous road from Tehran to Isfahan, the first group of Poles (250 people)
came by buses on 10 April 1942. New nursing centres for hundreds of Polish children

emerged all around the city. Thanks to the courtesy of the Shah of Iran, as well as to
initiatives of Polish diplomats, the Vatican, the Catholic, Anglican and Armenian Churches,
as well as with support of the British, the arriving Poles were hosted with professional
care. At the peak moment, the Polish population in Isfahan amounted to 2600 people. Five
centres were located at Chahar Bagh (Four Gardens) main street. The Iranian government
supported the undertaking every step of the way. For the first time in a long while the
Polish people were not starving, they could peacefully recover and overcome exhaustion

and diseases in hospitals created specially for them.
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Students in a camp for Polish refugees. Isfahan, Iran, 1944 (Photo from Adela Dusza's collection,

provided by Halina Gus¢, resources of The KARTA Center Foundation)
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Junior school students, Isfahan, Iran, October 1943 (Photo shared by Irena Godyn, collection of The

KARTA Center Foundation)
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Natalia Dubowska with daughters Barbara, Hanna a.n.d-l(l“;/’s.ﬁ/?\a Isfahan, Iran,4943
(Photo from Barbaraﬂﬁdamcka s collectionyresources of The KARTA Center Foundation)
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First graders of a primary school, Isfahan, Iran, January 1943 (Photo by
Zygmunt Klemensiewicz, resources of the KARTA Center Foundation)
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Polish children arrived in Isfahan thanks to efforts of the Vatican, the Anglican Church
and the Polish diplomats, and they were treated by the Iranian government with
understanding and support. New nursing centres were opened by the Anglican Church
mission, French Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul and Swiss Salesians of
Don Bosco. Twenty-one different dormitories were set up in the “city of Polish children.”
The children were not only living, but also studying there. The Polish camp in Isfahan
was different from other centres. It was very well organised and offered its members
the opportunity of education and cultural growth. Children participated in celebrations
and performances, were going for trips. For the first time in a long while they had
enoughfood, proper clothes and comfortableliving conditions. The city developed Polish
kindergartens and schools (primary, secondary, vocational), which supplemented their
neglected education, despite lack of textbooks. Moreover, various societies, clubs and
courses were attracting new members. The new standard of living helped the children
to improve their physical and mental condition.
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Junior school teachers with final-year students; Isfahan, Iran, May 1946 (Photo shared by Irena
Godyn, resources of The KARTA Center Foundation)
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The Polish population, dominated by children and teenagers, became a part of the Isfahan
life. It complemented the cultural and religious mosaic of a city where almost a half of the
inhabitants were Persians.

The multicultural nature of the city was emphasised by numerous mosques, synagogues,
and even the Catholic Church of the Armenian Rite. Local Jews and Armenians were
inhabiting different districts, living in harmony with Muslims. Stable coexistence of various
religions fostered acceptance of the culture and religion of Polish people, who adapted to
local customs. Some nursing centres for Poles were located in the Armenian quarter called
Julfa. Armenians have been taking care of the Polish graves in Isfahan to this day.
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Members of a former Polish vocational youth organization or Women's Auxiliary Service are taking an
oath. Isfahan, Iran, February 1943 (Photo by Zygmunt Klemensiewicz, resources of The KARTA Center
Foundation)

1A€0—-19EE (lul plgaol . (s S Guedy9S Guuz s lal> dvo Ol 2w 5y Gliwg) 03 50 12
(KARTA S50 3lio solio jl (33395 Ul Jouwgl 0aud didlis STyudl 4 (ule)

Polish people at the altar in the Julfa quarter during Corpus Cristi celebration; Isfahan, Iran, 1944-1945
(Photo shared by Irena Godyn, resources of The KARTA Center Foundation)
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Stanistaw Kosciatkowski - historian, professor of The Stefan Batory Vilnius University, arrested in
1941 and deported to the USSR. He left the Soviet Union in 1942 and reached the Middle East. He was
organising cultural, publishing and education activities in Tehran and Beirut. He left for England in
1950, where he was lecturing at The Polish University Abroad in London. Isfahan, Iran, 1943 (Photo
shared by Ewa and Stefan Petrusewicz, resources of The KARTA Center Foundation)
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Our children are met with interest and warm welcome. They are in shape.
Smiling faces, [...]. They are greeted by Iranian peers. After an over ten-hour
drive we are approaching the heart of Persia: Isfahan.

Piotr Pialucha, Isfahan. Osrodek najmtodszej emigracji polskiej (Isfahan. Centre of
the Youngest Polish Emigration), “Polak w Iranie” (Poles in Iran) 1942
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Polish scout troops on their way to a cemetery. Isfahan, Iran, November 1944 (Photo shared by Irena

Godyn, resources of The KARTA Center Foundation)
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A huge number of children and teenagers joined the scouts: an organisation with a long
tradition which was shaping social attitudes within patriotic spirit. Male and female squads
assembled into troops with almost 2,000 scouts and Cubs. The Iranian Branch of the Polish
Scouting and Guiding Association, later transformed into a regiment, was set up in 1943 in
order to run the organisation. One troop was also created in Isfahan. The consecration of
the flag of the female squad in Isfahan was a tremendous experience, combining respect
and love for their country with traditional values.
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A scout cross manufactured in Iran (photo from Tomasz Sikorski’s collection)
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Scouts, from the left: Irena Juchniewicz (married as Godyn), Jadwiga Wysocka and Jadwiga Surowiak.
Isfahan, Iran 1943-1945 (Photo shared by Irena Godyn, resources of The KARTA Center Foundation)
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Polish children were initially accommodated in northern districts of Isfahan. They found
shelter with a French mission of the Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul and
with Swiss Salesians of Don Bosco. The inflow of transports with children led to setting up
21 nursing centres located along Chahar Bagh (Four Gardens) main city road, and to the
south of the Zayandeh river in the Julfa quarter. The southern part of the city included an

Armenian cathedral and cemetery with a specially designated Polish section
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A memento of the Iranian stay (Photo from the Pontifical Archive of the Institute of Ecclesiastical

Studies in Rome)
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The Holy Savior Cathedral in Isfahan, belonging to the Armenian Apostolic Church (Photo by Diego

Delso, Wikimedia Commons)
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POLISH PLACES IN ISFAHAN

SHEIKH BAHAI AVENUE
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CHAHAR BAGH AVENUE

to Khaju Bridge

to Shiraz and Persepolis
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Plan of Isfahan, 1942-1945
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Care centers for Polish children evacuated from the USSR
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Nursing homes in Isfahan were places of shelter, education and rest for Polish youth.
Here, under the care of adult educators, Polish traditions were cultivated, Polish holidays and

anniversaries were celebrated. These facilities were centers for patriotic and religious life.
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OUT OF THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE
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In 1942, the German armies were around 150 km away from Moscow, the line of the front
stretching from Leningrad in the north to Rostov on Don in the south. The Soviets were
finding it increasingly difficult to conceal the murder of thousands of Polish soldiers in
Katyn. The freshly formed Polish troops lacked basic supplies, and further drafts were
suspended by the Soviet authorities. Poles were turning into an increasingly troublesome
ally for the USSR. Due to the lack of food rations for the Polish units, talks on evacuation
from the USSR to Iran began. In March 1942, the Soviet government agreed to the
evacuation of some Polish soldiers and civilians remaining with the army. The decision
to move the entire Polish army was only reached in August. Evacuation continued until
early September 1942. Poles were overjoyed. Many whole families were successfully
saved. Yet the way home had only begun. Civilians found shelter on four continents,
reaching East Africa, India, Mexico, and New Zealand.
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Nonetheless, many Polish citizens could not evacuate and remained in the USSR. Some
returned to Poland in the ranks of an army under full Soviet command, while others could
only return many years after the war.
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The decision to transform part of the Polish Army in the east into the Polish II Corps was
made in June 1943, during a visit of the supreme commander to the Middle East. The units
were reorganised and trained in British Palestine. The soldiers of Polish II Corps fought in
the Italian Campaign, where the Allied troops tried to break through the strongly fortified
German positions from early 1944. The road to Rome led through the mountain passes of
the narrowest neck of the Apennine Peninsula. After many failed attempts by American,
British, French, New Zealand, and Indian forces, it was the Poles who succeeded in breaking
down the defences and capturing Monte Cassino in May 1944.

The Polish troops went on to fight at Piedimonte San Germano, and later along the Adriatic
Shore, where they liberated Ancona on 18 July. The military passage of the Anders’ Army ended
with the liberation of Bologna on 21 April 1945.
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Italians welcoming the soldiers of the Polish II Corps. Standing on the car second from the left
is General Klemens Rudnicki. Bologna, Italy, 21 April 1945 (Photo: Polish Institute and Sikorski
Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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The 1st Polish Armoured Division was formed in the United Kingdom on 25 February
1942, and its command was given to General Stanistaw Maczek. The division shed a great
deal of blood near Falaise in Normandy and then blocked the German escape route from
the Chambois pocket, again at the cost of heavy losses. The Allied commanders were
convinced it needed to be withdrawn from active fighting. Nevertheless, replenished, it
participated in a daring pursuit of the enemy, liberating cities in France, Belgium, and
the Netherlands. The slogan “Priority for the Poles” became known to all Allied soldiers.
While capturing Ypres, General Maczek forbade the use of artillery fire in cities, saving the

lives and property of Belgian and Dutch civilians. The burden of the fight was transferred Cuowo 15 53 (e L Caaw ) D)) [ogJ WLid 033039 (> lo Wlguuiliw! JI,35 B
to the riflemen, who cleared the territory of enemy units. The locals have fond memories “ew 33 (Sadgwg L;SZ;QJAU oLols . sbiw i 31V Jool,S &'313)_) (3085 (;699,5x0 L
of his decision. In 1945, after the bloody campaign in the Netherlands, the 1st Polish [ g b (NAC - :" ) ¢ |;

Armoured Division entered Germany, ending its battle trail with capturing the naval
base of Wilhelmshaven.

General Stanistaw Maczek, commander of the 1st Armoured Division (left, talking
to a laryngophone), in a Cromwell VII tank of the Staff Squadron. Captain Tadeusz
Wysocki on the right (Photo: NAC)
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The 1st (Polish) Independent Parachute Brigade was formed in the UK in October 1941 to fight
in Poland. Eventually, it participated in the largest airborne operation in history, conducted near
Arnhem, in the territory of occupied Netherlands, in September 1944. (Photo: NAC)
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Allied assault troops land on Omaha Beach. The Polish Air Force, Polish Navy, and the Polish
Merchant Navy participated in the operation, 6 June 1944 (Photo: National Archives and
Records Administration)

The Odyssey of Freedom
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THE BITTER TASTE OF VICTORY
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The tragic death of General Wtadystaw Sikorski in a plane crash in Gibraltar in 1943
weakened the position of the Polish Government in London. With his position
strengthened after the Battle of Stalingrad, Joseph Stalin began to form the structures
of a future communist Polish state, obedient to him. In February 1945 the soldiers of
the Polish Armed Forces learnt the resolutions of the Yalta Conference, which included
incorporating Poland into the Soviet sphere of influence, forfeiting Kresy, its eastern
territories, to the Soviet Union, and stripping the legal Polish government-in-exile of all
authority. Thatinformation led to a crisis in Polish-British relations. However, the Polish
troops went on fighting the war until the capitulation of Germany. Despite the great
and numerous successes on the fronts of the Second World War and their heroism and
sacrifice, Poles did not participate in the victory parade in London on 8 June 1946.
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The Yalta Conference in 1945. Sitting, left to right: the British Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
US President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and the Soviet leader Joseph Stalin (Photo: public domain)
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The London Victory Parade, 8 June 1946 (Photo: public domain)
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HE END OF THE DREAM
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In the spring of 1946, the British informed the Polish commanders about the need (KARTA 5550 sLo d»'ml (O3 )3 Saw)gSes 0590 9 Gliug >0

to disband the military units. The demobilisation of the Polish Armed Forces continued Depositing the banners of the Polish Armed Forces at the Sikorski Institute (Photo: Polish
against the stance adopted by the Polish government-in-exile. The Polish Resettlement Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
Corps was set up to prepare soldiers for civilian life. The symbolic date marking the

end of the Polish Armed Forces was 10 July 1947, when the Polish military banners were

deposited in the Sikorski Institute in London. In September 1946 the government of

communist Poland stripped the officers of the Polish Armed Forces, notably generals

Anders, Maczek, and Kopanski of Polish citizenship.

The soldiers, quite recently proving their gallantry on the battlefield, now had to take
a difficult decision: whether to return to their homeland under communist rule, or to stay
abroad. In Poland, they could expect to come under surveillance and persecution. Some
decided to stay abroad, where they made their homes and started families. They found
a safe harbour, yet they would always miss their country. Only a few lived to see a free
and independent Poland.
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The gate to the Military Repatriation Camp for the soldiers of the Polish Armed Forces in the West,
Gdansk, 1947 (Photo: NAC)
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Poles on WWII fronts
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1944-1945 battle trail of General Maczek’s 1st Armoured Division 1939 evacuation routes of Polish soldiers
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maximum extent of Axis occupation evacuation and battle trail of General Anders’ Polish Army
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territories under Allied control in late 1942 1940 battle trail of Polish Independent Highland Brigade
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neutral states 1940 battle trail of General Maczek’s 10th Armoured Cavalry Brigade
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 1940-1942 battle trail of Polish Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade
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“Trail of Hope” is the route of the odyssey of masses of Polish citizens
during the Second World War. They harkened to the activity of the

legal government of the Republic of Poland, and followed the lodestar (NAC :5uSe) 19EV=19€0 cww Cudy3 S 53 6y 095 (D)) xS 31 (530 o 1

Of returning freedom and sovereignty to Poland. A soldier of the 2nd Warsaw Armoured Division by an apple tree, 1945-47 (Photo: NAC)

Trails of Hope

: The Odyssey of Freedom
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ca. 315,000 - the number of Poles deported into the USSR in four big deportation campaigns
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78,631 soldiers and 37,912 civilians - the number
of Poles evacuated with Anders’ Army by 25 August 1942
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Polish Armed Forces in May 1945: Navy - 3,840; Air Force - 19,400; Army - 170,000
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Military exercises of the soldiers of the 1st Independent Parachute Brigade
of the Polish Armed Forces in the UK, 1943 (Photo: AIPN)
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losses: 43,430 soldiers, of which 7,608 died in battle and of wounds
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Soldiers of the 3rd Carpathian Rifle Division put up the Polish flag on Torre
di Asinelli, Bologna, 1945 (Photo: NAC)
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Exhibition prepared by the Institute of National Remembrance -
Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes against the Polish Nation
within International Project Trails of Hope. The Odyssey of Freedom
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Wege der Hoffnung = Irails of Hope
Odyssee der Freiheit = The Odyssey of Freedom
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