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Exposures

Houston - a city under the Texan sun

Houston is the largest city in the state of Texas and also the fourth largest in the
United States. Can you imagine a US metropolis without a Polish minority? It turns
out that just like other cities in the USA, Houston is also home to many American
citizens of Polish origin who cherish the history and culture of their ancestors.

The oldest of all the settlements founded by Poles in America is assumed to be
Panna Maria, established in 1854 at the initiative of Upper Silesians from Ptuznica
Wielka near Strzelce Opolskie, led by Father Leopold Moczygemba. This settlement
was located in the southern part of Texas, south-east of San Antonio. It was from
there that Poles went to other cities in the USA, including Houston, which, in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, was developing rapidly thanks to its industrial
base and maritime trade.

Houston’s economic boom and the expansion of the oil industry and related
chemical industry attracted Polish farmers from south and central Texas to
Houston. The Polish community in Houston grew steadily, becoming an important
pillar of the American community. In consequence, Polish immigrants willingly
joined together in the various organisations or associations which were active on
the territory of the USA: the Union of Poles in America [Polish: Zjednoczenie
Polakéw w Ameryce]l (1870), the Polish Organization in America [Polish:
Organizacja Polska w Ameryce] (1874)), the Polish Roman Catholic Union [Polish:
Zjednoczenie Polskie Rzymskokatolickie] (1874), the Polish National Alliance
[Polish: Zwigzek Narodowy Polski] (1880), the Polish Women''s Alliance of America
[Polish: Zwigzek Polek w Ameryce] (1899). The activities of various Polish
organisations also contributed to the establishment of many institutions cultivating
Polish history and culture. One of these was the Polish Home in the Heights district
of Houston, established after World War I.

A breakthrough moment for the Polish community in the United States was the end
of World War Il and the enslavement of Poland by the Soviet Union. In the years
1949-1950, a new wave of Polish emigration reached the USA. This consisted of
‘war castaways’, i.e. people who had served in the Polish Armed Forces and fought
against Nazi Germany in Western Europe and, for political reasons, could not or did
not want to return to People’s Poland. In addition, many Poles also decided to
emigrate for economic reasons. Some of these, after settling in Houston, became
involved in the activities of the existing Polish organisations, and some in the
Polish American Congress of the State of Texas. The first meeting of the PAC in
Texas took place on 27 February 1971. It was organised by Father Jan Yanta, a
descendant of the first settlers of the Panna Maria settlement. The convention of
the Polish Congress held in 1972 at the historic Rice Hotel in Houston saw the
establishment of the Houston branch of the Polish Congress. This was headed by
Dr Jézef Jachimczyk, and later by Dale Gorczynski, both descendants of Polish
emigrants.



The Polish community living in Houston repeatedly demonstrated its sympathy
with its compatriots through such actions as the demonstrations organised by the
Polish Congress of Texas in December 1981 in front of Houston City Hall in protest
against the proclamation of martial law by Wojciech Jaruzelski and the arrest of
Solidarity members. Houston also became the new home of many of the Poles who
decided to emigrate in 1981. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, some of them
returned to their homeland. However, a large number of them stayed in Houston
forever.
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Mateusz Izycki de Notto (1898—1952)

Brigadier general, pilot, commander of Aviation and
Anti-Aircraft Defence of the Warsaw Army.
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